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Reading Unbound: Why Kids Need to Read What They Want—
and Why We Should Let Them
by Jeffrey Wilhelm, Michael Smith, Sharon Fransen
Y/372.409/WILHELM,K
Grown-ups, here’s some reading to give you more information about 
our new book lists this summer, and why we’re doing them this way. 
And make sure you stop by Info Services and ask them to help you 
find your next great read; don’t let your kids have all the fun!

Superhero ADuLts

Spot, the Cat by Henry Cole
PICTURE/PLAY/COLE,H
Simple and stunning images tell the story of a cat named Spot as he weaves 
his way in and out of a city in this wordless picture book from award-winning 
author-illustrator Henry Cole.

Tiger and Badger by Emily Jenkins
PICTURE/PEOPLE/JENKINS,E
Tiger and Badger are best friends, even when it’s hard for them to get along. 
For fans of Elephant and Piggie, Frog and Toad, and Bink and Gollie. 

Tiz and Ott’s Big Draw by Bridget Marzo
PICTURE/PLAY/STREVENS-MARZO, B
Get carried away with Tiz and Ott as they use their imaginations to brush and 
doodle and scribble and scrawl and splatter their way out of trouble and safely 
back home.

Written and Drawn by Henrietta: A TOON Book by Liniers
E/GN/TOON
Harold and the Purple Crayon meets Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude in this 
celebration of story and the creative process. Grab your art supplies and join 
Henrietta as she writes and illustrates her own stories right before your eyes.



Amazing Battles! by Rosie Peet
READ/LEGO
Beginning readers who love LEGO characters will enjoy this book. Major DC 
superheroes and villains are introduced in this book.

Ballet Cat: The Totally Secret Secret by Bob Shea
READ/SHEA,B
Fans of Elephant and Piggie will love Ballet Cat and Sparkles the pony! This story 
of friendship and secrets will have new readers giggling in delight.

Bear and Squirrel Are Friends...Yes, Really! by Deb Pilutti
PICTURE/PEOPLE/PILUTTI,D
Yes, bears sometimes eat squirrels. But can they still be friends? 

The Cow Who Climbed a Tree by Gemma Merino
PICTURE/PLAY/MERINO,G
Tina the cow believes that the sky’s the limit and that that nothing’s impossible. 
But her fellow cows aren’t so sure, and when Tina tells them she met a dragon 
during one of her tree climbing adventures, they decide her nonsense has gone 
too far...or maybe not far enough. 

Flop to the Top!: A TOON Book by Eleanor Davis
E/GN/TOON
Wanda’s a star...in her own mind. She calls her siblings “fans,” knows all the 
Hollywood gossip and is always ready to strike a pose. She’s ready for her 
close-up but quickly realizes that people are more interested in her dog than 
they are in her. 

Frog on a Log? by Kes Gray 
PICTURE/PLAY/GRAY,K
“It’s very simple, really. Cats sit on mats, hares sit on chairs, mules sit on stools, 
gophers sit on sofas, and frogs sit on logs.” But what if the frog doesn’t want to 
sit on a log? Then what? If you love Dr. Seuss or Jan Thomas, you’ll be happy to 
sit down and spend time with Frog on a Log. 

Hannah and Sugar by Kate Berube
PICTURE/ANIMALS/BERUBE,K
Every day after school, Hannah’s school bus is greeted by her classmate’s dog, 
Sugar. All of the other kids love Sugar, but Hannah can’t conquer her fear of 
dogs. Sugar goes missing, so Hannah joins the search with her classmates. Will 
Hannah find a way to be brave and make a new friend in the process?

The House That Zack Built by Alison Murray
PICTURE/PLAY/MURRAY,A
A buzzy fly and a mischievous kitten make a mess on the farm in this 
contemporary twist on a classic rhyme.

I Hear a Pickle: (and Smell, See, Touch, and Taste It, Too!) by Rachel Isadora
PICTURE/GROWING/ISADORA,R
Our five senses allow us to experience the world in so many ways. Isadora’s 
lively art reveals the power and delight of each sense—including your sense of 
humor.

I Really Like Slop! by Mo Willems
READ/WILLEMS,M
It’s Gerald and Piggie! What more do you need to know?

Leo: A Ghost Story by Mac Barnett
PICTURE/PEOPLE/BARNETT,M
Loyal and brave Leo finds a new friend but worries what will happen when she 
learns he is a ghost.

The Only Child by Guojing
E/GN/GUOJING
A little girl—lost and alone—follows a mysterious stag deep into the woods, 
and, like Alice down the rabbit hole, she finds herself in a strange and wondrous 
world. But home and family are very far away. How will she get back there? A 
New York Times Best Illustrated Book.

Pig is Big on Books by Douglas Florian
READ/FLORIAN,D
Pig loves to read. He always has a book—more than one. A ton! But one day, 
Pig has no books. He looks everywhere but can’t find a single thing to read. Pig 
keeps cool and knows how to solve his problem. He’ll just have to write his own 
book! 

Peddles by Elizabeth Rose Stanton
PICTURE/PLAY/STANTON,E
Peddles is tired of being the same old pig—he wants to be different. He wants 
to stop doing the usual pig things like oinking and sleeping. He’d much rather 
stand, climb, and dance. 

The Princess in Black and the Hungry Bunny Horde by Shannon Hale
READ/HALE,S
How can Princess Magnolia and her unicorn, Frimplepants, fight the monsters if 
they cannot find them?

Skunk on a String by Thao Lam
PICTURE/PLAY/LAM,T
Meet a skunk who has been tied to the tail of a balloon. Try as he might, the 
persistent critter can’t get anyone to untie him. He floats through the zoo, into 
traffic, under water and eventually lands atop a Ferris wheel.

These books can be found under the author’s last name. Some of these titles may be available in another format. Please ask for help at the Kids’ World Desk.

For beginning readers, being read to and reading independently are equally important! 

Not every book on every list will be right for your child. If you have questions about any title, please see Kids’ World staff for guidance.

What books have you read this year that you loved? Add them to the list here! 


